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Black Mountain Zen Centre





STANDING ORDERS
(Amended by Management Committee 13/06/2010)

ITEM ONE – MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA

Article Four of the BMZC Constitution states that

Membership of the Association shall be open to the following, irrespective of political party, nationality, religion or political opinion:

(a)                People who subscribe to the objects of the Association and whose applications for membership are accepted by the committee; such members shall be called Individual Members. Those aged 16 and over shall be entitled to vote at meeting of the Association. Those aged 18 or over shall be eligible to be nominated to stand for election to the committee ;

(b)               organisations within the area of benefit, whether voluntary or statutory may upon application to and with the approval of the committee be admitted as Affiliated Members, and such approval shall not be unreasonably withheld ;

(c)                Well-wishers anywhere or persons who, in the opinion of the Committee, have special knowledge or experience to offer the Association; such members shall be called Associate Members and shall have the right to vote at meetings of the Association.

            Affiliated Members shall each be entitled to be represented at meeting of the Association by a duly authorised representative with the power to vote on behalf of the Affiliated Member. 

            The committee shall fix the rate of annual subscription appropriate to each category of membership, shall issue membership cards and shall have the right for good and sufficient reason to terminate the membership of any member provided that the member concerned shall have the right to be heard by the Association before a decision is made by requesting a Special General Meeting in accordance with Section 11
.
The Management Committee have therefore determined the membership criteria as follows in order to be able to accept membership applications
 [1]
In line with Article 4A of the Constitution Individual Memberships may be accepted if

(a) The applicant is aged 16 or over

(b) The applicant subscribes to the Objects of the Association as contained in the Constitution

(c) The applicant has attended BMZC regularly for at least six months or has attended at least three Sesshins with BMZC in the past three years
(d) The applicant has submitted a completed Membership Application Form and relevant payment

[2]
In line with Article 4B of the Constitution Affiliated Memberships may be accepted if



They fall within the area of benefit as per the Objects of the Association



(This category may for example apply to other Zen groups within N. Ireland)
[3]
In line with Article 4C of the Constitution Associate Memberships may be accepted if 



They have special knowledge or experience to offer the Association

Voting Rights for all categories of membership are outlined in Article Four of the Constitution

All memberships are for a one year fixed period and must be renewed on an annual basis

Paid up membership is required in order to attend the AGM and exercise voting rights

Annual subscription for each category of membership is fixed as follows

Individual Memberships are fixed at £10 per annum for waged individuals and £5 per annum for unwaged individuals. Such members are still encouraged to donate regularly where possible to the running costs of BMZC through the donation bowls provided
Individual Memberships are also available to those who pay a regular monthly fixed amount by cash, cheque or standing order to BMZC by arrangement with the Treasurer
Affiliated and Associate Memberships are fixed at £10 per annum

A copy of an approved membership application form will be signed by the Treasurer and returned to the applicant. This will be deemed equivalent to a membership card
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